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Recently, ping-pong has been enjoying a resur-
gence in popularity. Somehow this geeky indoor mini
tennis has become hip. it used to be played
in people’s basements, today the ping-pong table is
the soclal meeting point, the centre of attention; the
winner is the hero. It has a subculture that

has combined hip with so pusness and
artistic aesthetic. Ping-pong has made sporty look
cool to a bunch that wouldn't be caught deadina
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French Prix d'auteur and a 1994
choreographic fellowship from
the New York Foundation for the
Arts.

Originally from Adelaide,
Guerin moved to New York in
1989 for seven years before
returning to Australia to make her
base in Melbourne.

In 2005, The New Yorker
magazine's dance writer, Joan
Acocella, wrote that she wished
Guerin would move back to New
York. But Guerin says conditions
made it too hard for her to work
there. She was unable to get
funding to pay her dancers prop-
erly, which meant that rehearsal
time was limited.

She says New York suited her
when she was young when there
was a lot she wanted to express.
“Now | need more time to

re new directions. Funding
is better in Australia, although it
doesn't compare with Europe.”

She says contemporary dance
is thriving in Australia and she is

that the Melbourne Festi-
val director, Kristy Edmunds, is
committed to the art form. She
says support for the arts in Vic-
toria is much stronger than in
Sydney. “People see the arts as
part of the community’s identity,
which is why dance is so strong in
Melbourne.”
Guerin is looking to take time

off next year and travel around
Europe to catch up on new devel-
opments in dance. But then she
wants to come back and work on
two new pieces.

These include a work that
would reunite her with the Tense
Dave team from 2003 — theatre
director Michael Kantor and her
partner and Chunky Move direc-
tor, Gideon Obarzanek.

But there is another ambition.
“I'm keen to see a purpose-built
theatre for dance developed in
Melbourne,'" she says.

Aether opens at the Malthouse Theatre
at 7.30pm tomorrow until Saturday.
Book on 9685 5111.
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Ritchie.
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