R A % Arts/Schools
Dancing through chaos

Lucy Guerin’s latest work explores identity lost in a sea of messages, reports Vicki Fairfax

T may have been her Adelaide up-

bringing or the rigours of childhood

ballet lessons, but there is something

curiously genteel and accommodat-
ing about dancer-choreographer Lucy
Guerin. Underneath, though, is a shrewd
intellect and an urge to snub convention.
These qualities have contributed to a
growing international reputation in the
field of contemporary dance.

Guerin, who lives and works in Melbourne,
has not so much flouted dance-world traditions
as quietly ignored them. Her inspiration fre-
quently comes from philosophical musings —
whimsical reflections on sleep patterns, heat or
even waitresses. She is fascinated by con-
structed environments, and the way in which
we conduct the public and private events of
our lives.

Tracing her inspiration to New York artists
such as Sara Rudner, Guerin sets out to not
merely explore philosophical questions but to
render them tangible in rhythm and texture.

“It’s always easy when you start out —
everything’s new,” says Guerin, who founded
her own dance company, Lucy Guerin Inc, in
2001. “But then you can keep repeating your-
self — you start working between parameters.
It is a point for me not to repeat.”

She revels in paradox and situations that
have no easy resolution. Her choreography
focuses on the small gesture: she can create a
whole dance, for example, out of the juxtaposi-
tion of elbows and fluttering fingers.

These idiosyncratic movements are fre-
quently combined in performance with
layered, electronic scores, animation, graphics
and sophisticated lighting effects — all the
technological wizardry available to the modern
artist. Yet there is nothing ostentatious or self-
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